WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

11. A method comprising: 

2 determining a need to change a load of a first access point in a network 

3 having a plurality of access points, including the first access point 

4 corresponding to a first beacon interval; and 

5 modifying the first beacon interval. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 , wherein said determining a need to change the 

2 load of the first access point comprises determining a need to reduce the 
SS 3 load of the first access point, and wherein said modifying the first beacon 
f I 4 interval comprises increasing the first beacon interval. 

||1 1 3. The method of claim 2, wherein the network additionally includes a second 

as 

© 2 access point corresponding to a second beacon interval, and the method 

|f 

ftP- 3 additionally comprises decreasing the second beacon interval. 



m 



1 4. The method of claim 2, additionally comprising further increasing the first 

2 beacon interval at future times until a threshold condition is met. 

1 5. The method of claim 4, wherein the threshold condition comprises an 

2 operating capacity. 

1 6. The method of claim 4, wherein the threshold condition comprises service 

2 to a target number of clients. 

1 7. The method of claim 2, additionally comprising after a period of time, 
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increasing the load of the first access point by decreasing the first beacon 
interval at future times until a threshold condition is met 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the threshold condition comprises a 
normal beacon interval of the first access point. 

9. A method comprising: 

in a network having at least a first access point corresponding to a first 
beacon interval, and a second access point corresponding to a 
second beacon interval, the first and second access points each to 
service a plurality of mobile communication devices, determining a 
need to reduce a service load of the first access point; 

increasing the first beacon interval; and 

decreasing the second beacon interval. 

10. The method of claim 9, additionally comprising further increasing the first 
beacon interval at future times until a threshold condition is met. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, additionally comprising after a period of time, 
determining a need to increase the service load the of first access point by 
decreasing the first beacon interval. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 , additionally comprising decreasing the first 
beacon interval at future times until a threshold condition is met. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein increasing the service load comprises 
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2 increasing a number of mobile communication devices that the first access 

3 point will service. 

1 1.4. An apparatus comprising: 

2 a service unit to determine a need to reduce a load of a first access point 

3 having a first beacon interval, the first access point being in a 

4 network of a plurality of access points; 

5 a set interval unit to determine an amount by which to increase the first 

6 beacon interval to generate a new beacon interval; and 

7 a broadcast unit to notify one or more other access points in the network 

8 of the new beacon interval. 

1 1 5. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the set interval unit additionally 

2 increases the first beacon interval until a threshold condition is met. 



1 16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the threshold condition comprises a 

2 specified measurement of operating capacity. 



1 1 7. The apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein the specified measurement comprises 

2 a percentage. 

1 18. The apparatus of claim 14, additionally comprising an intercept unit to 

2 receive capacity information from other access points in the network, and 

3 wherein the set interval unit adjusts the first beacon interval in accordance 

4 with the received capacity information. 
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1 19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the set interval unit additionally 

2 decreases the first interval unit. 

1 20. A system comprising: 

2 a first access point in a network of a plurality of access points, the first 

3 access point corresponding to a first beacon interval, and to: 

4 determine a need to reduce its load; 

5 determine an amount by which to increase the first beacon interval 

6 to generate a first new beacon interval; and 

7 notify one or more other access points in the network of the first 



5 8 new beacon interval; and 



V 1 9 a second access point in the network of the plurality of access points, the 

Jt 10 second access point communicatively coupled to the first access 



1 1 point, corresponding to a second beacon interval, and to: 

12 receive an indication to increase its load; and 

13 determine an amount by which to decrease the second beacon 

14 interval to generate a second new beacon interval. 

1 21 . The system of claim 20, the second access point to additionally notify one 

2 or more other access points in the network of the second new beacon 

3 interval. 
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1 22. The system of claim 20, the first access point to additionally determine to 

2 increase its load by reducing the first new beacon interval. 

1 23. A system comprising: 

2 a plurality of access points in a network having a network server, each 

3 access point having: 

4 a service unit to inform the network server of a need to reduce its 

5 load; and 

6 an interface unit to convey capacity information to the network 

7 server; and 



8 the network server communicatively coupled to each of the plurality of 

jp 9 access points in the network, the network server having: 



jp lO a set interval unit to determine a new beacon interval for a given 

|| 11 access point based on the capacity information conveyed by 

ftp 12 the given access point; and 

13 a broadcast unit to convey capacity information to one or more of 

14 the plurality of access points. 

1 24. The system of claim 23, wherein the capacity information comprises an 

2 indication of a current load of a given access point, and a current beacon 

3 interval. 

1 25. The system of claim 23, the set interval unit to redetermine the new 



Docket No.: 42390P13809 21 
Express Mail Label: EV049397755US 



jjj 6 interval to generate a new beacon interval; and 



m 
g 



2 beacon interval for the given access point until a threshold condition is 

3 met. 

1 26. The system of claim 25, wherein the threshold condition comprises service 

2 to a target number of clients. 

1 27. An apparatus comprising: 

2 means for determining a need to reduce a load of a first access point 

3 having a first beacon interval, the first access point being in a 

4 network of a plurality of access points; 

5 means for determining an amount by which to increase the first beacon 



7 means for notifying one or more other access points in the network of the 

8 new beacon interval. 

1 28. The apparatus of claim 27, additionally comprising means for increasing 

2 the first beacon interval until a threshold condition is met. 

1 29. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein said means for increasing the first 

2 beacon interval until a threshold condition is met comprises means for 

3 increasing the first beacon interval until a specified measurement of 

4 operating capacity is met. 

1 30. A machine-readable medium having stored thereon data representing 

2 sequences of instructions, the sequences of instructions which, when 

3 executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform the following: 
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determine a need to reduce a service load of a first access point in a 
network having at least the first access point corresponding to a 
first beacon interval, and at least a second access point 
corresponding to a second beacon interval, the first and second 
access points each to service a plurality of mobile communication 
devices; 

increase the first beacon interval; and 
decrease the second beacon interval. 

31 . The machine-readable medium of claim 30, additionally comprising further 
increasing the first beacon interval at future times until a threshold 
condition is met. 

32. The machine-readable medium of claim 30, additionally comprising after a 
period of time, determining to increase the service load of first beacon 
interval by decreasing the first beacon interval. 

33. An apparatus comprising: 
at least one processor; and 

a machine-readable medium having instructions encoded thereon, which 
when executed by the processor, are capable of directing the 
processor to: 

determine a need to reduce a service load of a first access point in a 
network having at least the first access point corresponding to a 
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first beacon interval, and at least a second access point 
corresponding to a second beacon interval, the first and second 
access points each to service a plurality of mobile communication 
devices; 

increase the first beacon interval; and 
decrease the second beacon interval. 

34. The apparatus of claim 33, additionally comprising further increasing the 
first beacon interval at future times until a threshold condition is met. 

35. The apparatus of claim 33, additionally comprising after a period of time, 
determining to increase the service load of first beacon interval by 
decreasing the first beacon interval. 
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